SMTA Member Update 4—30th April 2020
To our SMTA members,
As we con nue deal with the COVID‐19 pandemic, the SMTA is working
hard to make sure our members get the services and support you need,
for however long you need them.
We cannot predict how the situa on will develop, but we'll remain flexible
and adapt to any changes that any of our members are facing. Our team
is here to help and contact informa on for our staﬀ that are available can
be found on our home page of our website—www.smta.co.uk
Please find below a round up of the weekly COVID‐19 informa on that
you may find helpful:

SMTA Secure OFFICIAL clearance for dealers to sell and deliver
vehicles during lockdown
On the next page is a copy of a le er we received from the Cabinet Secretary
of the Sco sh Government responding to our challenge for clearer guidelines
about the task of selling and more importantly delivering vehicles with on‐line transac ons. The le er
confirms oﬃcial clearance for our members who are car dealers to be able to sell and deliver vehicles
during lockdown.

Use of Trade Plates for unaccompanied test drives
The DVLA have had a number of queries about the use of trade plates during
the COVID‐19 Pandemic and their use during a test drive while adhering to the
social distancing rules. DVLA has reviewed the relevant legisla on on trade licensing and ascertained
that a prospec ve purchaser may test drive a vehicle on trade plates, without the trade licence holder
being present.
However, trade plates are the property of the Secretary of State and motor traders should take all pre‐
cau ons to ensure that trade plates are not stolen from the vehicle.

New 100% government backed loan scheme for small businesses
Small businesses will benefit from a new fast‐track finance scheme
providing loans of between £2,000 and £50,000 with a 100% government‐
backed guarantee for lenders, the Chancellor announced on Monday 27
April.

Sco sh Government Business Support Grant at £25,000 level—
’garages’ not receiving the funding
We wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for The Economy, Fiona Hyslop on the 26th
of March 2020. highligh ng that we were disappointed to note that “garages” appeared to be outwith
the considera on for retail.
We then contacted the Chancellor’s Oﬃce and wrote to the Treasury seeking clarity for this argument,
we then received a response sugges ng that this was very much a Sco sh issue but they would seek
clarity on our behalf,
On the 20th of April we were given a copy of an internal document sent out by the Sco sh Government
giving defini ve direc on to the leaders of every Sco sh Council as to who qualified for the £10,000 and
£25,000 grants and it had three lists contained within it. List 1 being those businesses that would qualify
for the £10,000 grant, list 2 being those that did not and list 3 being those that qualified for the £25,000
grant, the key factor here is that whilst list one goes from ‘Gallery’ to ‘Garage’ and then lists 27 diﬀerent
types of garages before then going on to ‘Gardens’, list 2 does not contain any lis ng for ‘Garages’ and
then list 3 which is very similar to list 1 but goes from ‘Gallery’ straight to ‘Gardens’ and completely
misses the 27 types of garages as listed in list 1!
We wrote again to the Cabinet Secretary on this anomaly and also wrote to the First Minister with the
view that at best this was simply a typo and that it can be easily resolved by instruc ng the leaders
appropriately and at worst then they have clearly decided to exclude our sector, that being the case we
have asked for some level of clarity and understanding so we can formulate a challenge should this be
the case. We will keep our members updated on this ongoing situa on.

SMTA Ltd
Palmerston House
10 The Loan
South Queensferry
EH30 9NS

www.smta.co.uk

